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Stock up on library books
The headline in the Tribune read
“City Shuts Doors.” While
we’re not ready to ask the last
person to turn off the lights on
the way out of town, Oakland’s
fiscal crisis will affect all of us.
To balance the budget the City
Council voted to close down
many city services, including
libraries, one day a month. The
result is a five percent reduction
in pay for staff. And Melrose
Branch, already down to a
skeleton crew, will have an
even harder time providing
service to the community.
At the end of the year the
cost-saving measures and the
Christmas-to-New-Year holiday
will mean that the libraries will
be closed from December 25 un-
til January 3—a total of 11 days.
We’d all better stock up on
holiday reading early this year.

A Windy Cleanup
Warm winds whipped through
the yard at Horace Mann El-
ementary School as neighbors,
students, and teachers, orga-
nized by Jeanne Nixon, spent
the morning weeding, pruning,
gluing tiles to planters, and
cleaning up leaves and trash.
The tiles were created during
the Melrose-High Hopes
NCPC’s summer block party,
and the planters had been as-
sembled at an earlier cleanup.
As the group enjoyed refresh-
ments, bug expert Eddie
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Dunbar gave an impromptu
introduction to caterpillars. Re-
member to watch for daffodils
in front of the school early next
year.

Holiday Fun
and Helping Others

Melrose-High Hopes neighbors
gathered at Horace Mann to en-
joy a pre-Thanksgiving potluck
feast and squeeze in an abbrevi-
ated NCPC meeting. By tradi-
tion, at the end of the evening
the members join in packing
holiday food, including turkeys
and other fixings, provided by
neigbors. Councilmember
Desley Brooks added ten tur-
keys to the donations for fami-
lies of Horace Mann students
chosen by the principal and
vice-principal. The number of

families has grown over time to
this year’s total of eleven.
Rounding out the community
effort, the food is delivered in
boxes decorated by Discovery
Center youngsters.

Come to Eat and Dance
After last year’s successful first
annual holiday party, members
of the Maxwell Park community
will have another chance to en-
joy good food and practice their
line-dancing skills. There will
be activities for the kids, music,
and time to get to know your
neighbors. Be sure to bring
along a nonperishable food
donation. The potluck party
will be at Maxwell Park Interna-
tional Academy (formerly Max-
well Park Elementary School)
on Fleming and Monticello. For

Get One of the Best
Holiday Trees in Town
and Support Redwood

Heights School
Having worked with the same
local distributor for many
years, the Redwood Heights
School (RHS) Dads’ Club has
access to outstanding fresh
Noble fir and Douglas fir trees
and wreaths for the holiday
season. Pre-ordered trees will
be available for pickup at RHS
on December 6, 13, and 20
between 10 a.m. and 12 p.m.
For a modest fee, a tree can
also be delivered directly to
your home within five miles
of the school.

All trees must be pre-
ordered by 10 a.m. on the
Thursday before the delivery
date. Order forms are avail-
able at the school office, or
they can be downloaded from
the RHS Web site at http://
rhs.ousd.ca.campusgrid.net/

home. For your convenience,
the Dads’ Club offers a safe,
Web-based ordering process
that accepts credit cards, too.

For any questions,
contact Brian Walgenbach at
407-0065.

Secret Nutcracker Ballet
in Redwood Heights

The Ronn Guidi Foundation
for the Performing Arts and
Oakland Ballet Academy
present The Secret Nutcracker
Ballet at Holy Names Univer-
sity (HNU). Featuring both
professional dancers and
students of the Oakland
Ballet Academy, this special
production highlights the
talented dancers right in
our own community.

HNU is located in Red-
wood Heights, adjacent
to Hwy 13 at 3500 Mountain
Blvd. near the Lincoln
Square Shopping Center
(Redwood Rd).

Matinee and evening

Redwood Heights
Neighborhood News
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Pets
Some might say that a good
barometer of how well a civili-
zation is doing is how well it
treats its animals. Here in Leona
Heights, we don’t seem to need
any ballot measures to ensure
that the animals we live with
here have comfortable and
happy lives. In fact, most pets
who call our neighborhood
home are doing far better than
many children in the world.
It’s heartening to see so many
of us out walking our dogs or
paying respects to a local cat.
These pets of ours are our am-
bassadors, and they help bring
our neighborhood together.

People
These are challenging times
for us all. Luckily for most,
everything truly is relative.
For those of us still alive who
lived through the Great Depres-
sion, jobs were never taken
for granted. I knew that without
my paper route delivering
The Tribune, there’d be no new
shoes for me for a long time.
Living through these days
we need to keep faith and use
our heads. A penny saved is
definitely a penny earned. My

B Y G O R D O N L A V E R T Y family turns those lights out
when we’re not in a room. We
use water with the idea that
every drop that goes down the
drain represents money down
the drain too. And we’ve gotten
used to wearing a sweatshirt or
fleece around the house instead
of turning the heat on so high.

This Metro edition will be
the last for 2008, so I want to
take this opportunity to wish
you all a most satisfying and
healthy holiday season. We’ll
see you here next in 2009! 
——————————————
Gordon Laverty can be reached
at lavertyhillmob2@sbcglobal.net.
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Eddie Dunbar, affectionately known as “the bug guy,” helping neigborss
move some of the caterpillars into a special cage where students can view
them going through the stages of becoming butterflies.
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WILLIAMS & ASSOCIATES
INCOME TAX

BUSINESS SERVICES

THE
TAX MAN

THE
TAX MAN

NOTARY
Tax preparation
Bookkeeping
Tax Planning
Prior Year Tax Filing
Financial Services

Tax Resource Center
...................
Audits
Wage Garnishes
Levies & Liens
Offer in Compromise

PROFESSIONAL
EXCELLENCE

with a
PERSONAL TOUCH

Open Year Round

Robert E. William
Laurel Office Center

4173 MacArthur Blvd., Oakland
(510) 530-3001
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